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which he was superstitiously devoted, he speedily
sent for his own trusted magicians, commanding
them to attempt the same experiment. Without
hesitancy they had to obey, though reluctant, from
the knowledge that this was an original phenome-
non, wholly baffling their skill. They threw down
their rods, which, to their great astonishment, in
like manner became serpents; but Aaron's rod
swallowed up their rods before it regained its
normal condition ! This was ominous, and doubt-
less intimated to them the hoplessness of the con-
test into which they had been forced. But the
effect was to relieve the mind of Pharaoh, and
settled him in the belief that Moses and Aaron
were expert magicians, who sought to make use of
their art to frighten him into the indiscretion of
liberating a people whom he was most anxious to
retain; and he may be supposed to have dismissed
them, with the intimation that he was quite too
smart for them in this particular. At various times
these men of God appeared before h}3 majesty,
making the same demand, with like results. They
converted the water of the Nile into blood, so did
the magicians ; they produced a prodigious num-
ber of frogs, so did the magicians; they perform-
ed seven other miracles, no more difficult than the
former; so did NOT the magicians; and therefore
they informed their king that such marvellous
things were beyond the artifice of human skill, and
could only be done by divine power. They there-
fore gave their opinion in favor of the divine
legation" of Moses and his brother. This was the
end to be gained in showing Pharaoh to be with-